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Manchester Symphony Orchestra & Chorale

presents their 634 Season

Welcome to the

2022- Nch Season

Carolina Flores, Chorale Artistic Director
Brandon Halberg & Jeffrey Spenner, Guest Orchestral Conductors




Join us in celebrating our 63" season
of music in our community

Meet this season’s orchestra guest conductors...

November 18, 2022 - “Underrepresented Composers”
7:30pm @ Manchester High School

December 3, 2022 - “Music She Wrote”

A Musical Journey: Women Composers Through Time
7:30pm @ St. Bartholomew Church

February 11, 2023 — “Black Excellence”
7:30pm @Manchester High School

April 1, 2023

“Masterworks by Underrepresented Composers”
Nathaniel Dett, Marianna von Martines, and José Mauricio Nuiez Garcia
7:30pm @ Manchester High School

June 11, 2023 — “Pops: Jazz Favorites”
4:00pm @ Manchester High School

Brandon Halberg

Brandon Halberg, a native of New Milford
Connecticut, is committed to building lasting
community music programs across the

Northeast. Brandon has served as the Assistant
Conductor of the Connecticut Valley Symphony
Orchestra, as well as a Guest Conductor for
Symphoria Youth Orchestras and the Congregation
Beth Israel Orchestra and Chorale. A passionate
advocate for contemporary music, Brandon has
collaborated with and premiered works by Joseph
Schwantner, Nahla Mattar, and Neva Derewetzky. He
holds dual education degrees from the University of
Connecticut, a Masters of Orchestral Conducting
degree from Binghamton University, and has studied
conducting with Dr. Paul McShee, Dr. William
Culverhouse, and Mr. Harvey Felder.

A message from our Chorale Artistic Director

Carolina Flores

Every year I await the beginning of the season with excitement, but
this year I am even more excited. This season is unique as we will be
performing musical treasures written by underrepresented composers.
The concert in December features women composers from the
Renaissance to today. In April, the Chorale and orchestra will

perform Dixit Dominus by Marianna von Martines (1744-

1812), Requiem by José Mauricio Nuilez Garcia (1767-1830), and The
Chariot Jubilee by Robert Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943). Martines

was the first woman to be elected to the Accademia Filarmonica
Honorata and studied with Haydn, Bonno, and Porpora. Nuiiez
Garcia, an Afro-Brazilian composer, was one of the greatest exponents
of Classicism in the Americas. He was the first composer of opera in
Brazil and premiered Mozart’s Requiem in that country. Nathaniel
Dett was the first Canadian-American Black composer to graduate
from Oberlin College with a double degree in piano and composition.
Influenced by Antonin Dvotak and Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Dett
fused Negro folk music with European musical traditions in a
magnificent way. The theme for the Pops concert in June is “Jazz.”

The Chorale’s first rehearsal was very special. We welcomed new members and sang without
masks. Wearing a mask is optional this year. What a joy to hear the choir unmasked after two and
half years! We are thrilled to be able to share with the community beautiful music. I hope you
will join us to celebrate being back together by attending our concerts or joining the Chorale as a
member. We always welcome new singers. Join us!

Jeffrey A. Spenner joined the United States Coast Guard in

]effrey June 2019 as the Assistant Director of the United States Coast
Guard Band, one of the nation’s premier military bands. As one
Sp enner of two conductors in charge of this world-renowned ensemble,

he helps manage all aspects of the 55-member ensemble’s
multifaceted mission — including concerts, ceremonies,
recordings, and the band’s annual national tour. Previously,
Spenner has been a member of the 399th Army Band, Assistant
Conductor and Operations Manager with the Battle Creek
Symphony in Michigan, Artistic and Education Coordinator for
the Lexington Philharmonic in Kentucky as well as held music
directorships with numerous community orchestras, bands, and
choirs. Originally from Essexville, Michigan, he received a
Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Illinois, and
holds a Master of Music degree in Orchestral Conducting from
Western Michigan University. He has conducted such groups as
the Baltimore Symphony, Battle Creek Symphony, Berlin
Sinfonietta, Cabrillo Festival Orchestra, Cincinnati

Symphony, Filharmonica “Mihail Jora” Bacau, Fort Worth
Symphony, Lexington Philharmonic, Sinfonia da Camera, and
members of the Berlin Philharmonic and Philharmonia
Orchestra of London.

Program details are subject to change

For full bios on our Artistic Directors please visit

our conductor page at www.MSOC.org.
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